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ee 


Reported , 
Names of newspapers. Place of publication. number of Dates of papers received and examined 


subscribers. for the week. 


BenGatt. 


Fortnightly. 


“ Ahmadi” .. | Tangail, Mymensingh 
¥ Beakers Darpan” ; .. | Bankura ‘i ; Ist and 15th February and ly 
“Kaliyuga ” Calcutta 


see apes March 1892. 
“ Kasipue Nivasi’ ... | Kasipur, Barisal 


ves 16th February 1892. 
‘ Navamihir” Ghatail, Mymensingh 


‘ Ulubaria Darpan” . | Ulubaria 
Tri-monthly. 

“ Hitakari ”’ Kushtia 
Weekly. 


‘ Bangavasi ” Calcutta 
“ Banganivasi ” Ditto oe 
* Burdwan Sanjivani *’ .. | Burdwan 


“ Charuvarta "” re ... | Sherepore, Mymensingh 
“ Dacca Prakash "’ 


wi ... | Dacca 

‘¢ Education Gazette "’ oe . | Hooghly se. 
“ Gramvasi ” Ramkristopore, Howrah 
“ Hindu Ranjika” Boalia, Rajshahi 
‘* Hitavadi ” ; Calcutta 

‘ Murshidébad Pratinidhi ”’ ... ... | Berhampore 

“6 Navayuga es Calcutta 

“ Prakriti Ditto 

‘“ Pratikar Berhampore 

ss Prithivi sy Calcutta . 

“ Rangpur Dikprakash "’ Kakinia, Rangpur 
“ Sahachar’”’ : nee Calcutta . . 1800-1 ,000 
“ Sahayogi” Barisal “ 342 
** Sakti” Dacca neeans 
“Samaj-o-Sdhitya ” Garibpore, Nadia 1,000 
“ Samaya Calcutta ia 3,000 
‘ Sanjivant * Ditto 4,000 
“ Sansodhini’’ Chittagong Siti 
‘‘Saraswat Patra ” Dacca 300 
* Som Prakash ” Calcutta 600 
‘ Srimanta Sadagar " Ditto 
* Sudhakar ” 


Ditto : 3,100 
** Sulabh Samachar ” 4 Ditto 
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Daily. 


‘ Banga Vidy4 Prakashika ” Calcutta 24th to 26th & 29th February and 

“ : Ist & 2nd March 1892. 

Bengal Exchange Gazette "’ Ditto Ist and znd March 1892. 

** Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika °’ Ditto ae 28th February to 3rd March 1892. 

* Samvad Prabhakar "’ Ditto : 26th, 27th and 29th February, and 
| Ist h 1892. 

‘* Samvad Purnachandrodaya "’ Ditto OF gee 


re: 26th, 27th, and 29th February, and Ist 
“Sulabh Dainik”’ Ditto March 1892. 


29th February and Ist March1892. 
| EneuisH anv Benaati. 

| 

i 


Weekly. 
“ Dacca Gazette’’ si 29th February 1892. 
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Names of newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


ape pt 


number of 
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Reported 


— aaa SS, aa —- ee OE ee 


Dates of papersreceived and examined 
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HINDI. 


Monthly. 


«“ Darjeeling Mission ke Masik Samachar 


Patrika. 9 2 08 
“ Kshatriys Patrika 


Weekly. 


“Ar avarta ae 

| “ Seber —* 
‘6 harat 10ra : ‘a 
6 eta Chandrika 


“Desi Vyapari ” 
«Hindi Bangavasi 
| “ Sar Sudhanidhi 


| as Uchit Bakta wig 


Urpv. 


Weekly. 


“Al Punch “ 

66 Anis 2” " . a 

“Calcutta Func coe se 
:  Dorusealtannt and Urdu Guide 


“General and Gauhariasfi"’... 


6 { h e Monawar i : eee 
“ yc ival-Akhbari-Moorshidabad’ : 


‘6 Setare Hind 24 eee 
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Urniya. 


Monthly. 


‘Asha’ 

“ Echo” 

“ Pradip * 

“ Samyabadi *’ 

‘“Taraka and Subhavarta ”’ . 


“Utkalprana ” 
Weekly. 


“Dipaka ”” 

‘“Samvad Vahika ”’ exe 
“Uriyaand Navasamvad’’ .., 
 Utkal Dipika ”’ 


PAPERS PUBLISHED IN ASSAM. 


BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. 


‘* Paridarshak ”’ 
" Silchar ’’ 


Weekly. 
“Srihatta Mihir” 


A ca 


Darjeeling 


Patna 


Calcutta 
Bankipore 
Calcutta 
Bettiah 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Bankipore 
Patna 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Muzaffarpur 
Murshidabad 
Arrah 


Cuttack 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

| Ditto 

Mohurbhunj 


Cuttack 
Balasore 
Ditto 
Cuttack 


Sylhet 
Silchar 


Sylhet 


| 
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I1.—Foreren Potirtics. 


Tug Bangavas’, of the 27th February, has the following remarks regarding 
Egypt:— : ? oe one eas 
ge d in the English press that Egypt is in a flourishing condition 
It is reported 1 i: emiaile its rib There has bests it 1s said, 
Exyp a surplus of ten lakhs of rupees this year, and the 
contains a balance of thirty lakhs | of rupees. It 1s accordingly 
wseet that it is under British rule that Egypt has attained to this prosperity, 
wet British Government may well be proud of the fact. The Luglishman, 
an tore, asks whether Egypt could have attained to such cag ve | under 
ee rule, and requests those who press for its evacuation b England to 
a to ‘how it has progressed under British protection. ell, it is no 
sew 8 that Egypt should prosper under the prosperous British Government. 
er + seems to be India’s own ill-luck that she is daily losing her — 
and becoming more and more indebted under the self-same British rule, 


t under British protection. 


IIl.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


9 The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide, of the 26th February, draws the 

: attention of the authorities to the obscene medical 
Obseene advertisements in news- advertisements which are nowadays published in 
5 almost every newspaper. 


3, A correspondent of the Sumay, of the 26th February, Atul Chandra 


si diate ub tildes ie ee gives the oe account of the 
Different accounts of the Alipore affray have appeared in different English 
newspapers. Some say that the sepoys were the first to attack the Police. 
The wniter, with some of his friends, was standing just behind the sepoys, 
and carefully marked what happened. A little before 5 P.M. on the day of 
the occurrence, some sepoys with some visitors behind them were standing on 
the grass growing on the Alipore road to the west of the entrance to the Agri- 
Horticultural Society’s buildings. At this time a Mounted Police Sergeant 
rode two or three times through the lines of visitors on the pretext of prevent- 
ing overcrowding, and every time he did this, the sepoys stepped backward 
in silence. Immediately afterwards, a Mounted and a Foot Sergeant drove 
away all the carriages from the road. At this time, a European Police Sergeant 
got pushed by coming in contact with a sepoy. Some say here that a Police 
ofhcer having struck a sepoy with his baton, the latter showed him his clenched 
ist. But as the crowd was very large, the writer cannot say whether or not 
this was the case. But the Sergeant thereupon came running, descended into 
a drain, abused a sepoy, and gave him a slap, and went away. The sepoys still 
remained silent. But the next moment they felt the insult, and with a deter- 
mined attitude took their stand on the road. The Sergeant came again and 
a P to push back the sepoys with his baton. This time the sepoys got angry 
and began to strike the Sergeants with sticks. The latter returned the blows 
garden defeated. A 


0 long as they could, and then took their shelter within the 
and taken secretly to the 


"poy Was arrested by the Police during this scuffle, 
cannes through the eastern gate of the garden. The next moment 
he ye some of the sepoys armed with sticks standing within the 
“e — of their lines, and others chasing the visitors and throwing bottles at 
te esate. The lemonade and cheroot shops got smashed in the press. 
their Bg: time some Sergeants, bolder than the rest, attacked the sepoys on 
“Sag Eee. The latter got enraged, beat the Sergeants soundly, and 
away hia “y at them. The Sergeants, worsted in the fight, began to run 
headin of them falling in the attempt and their mounted brethren made 
to attack eh scarce, The writer cgrefully marked that the Police was the first 
“Bipa he sepoys, that the latter beat the Sergeants on being attacked, and 
aficers got “ $ joined the sepoys in their attack on the Police. The Police 
“DOVS are on es In their attempt to show their power and influence. The 
4nd kiss the . ike weak, inoffensive Bengalis, that they should pocket insult 
shoes of the white men. It was not their object to beat the Bengalis, 
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nor did they beat them. As they were not allowed to stand on the road, the 
were determined to exclude everybody from their grounds. And it is for thy 
reason that they chased the Bengalis. It may be that during the struggle 
between the Police and the sepoys, some Bengalis who were watching the 
struggle carelessly got hurt, more or less. The affray would not have take, 
place if the Police, instead of using force, had gently asked the sepoys to moy 
from the road, and on their refusing to do so had complained to their officers wh, 
were playing at lawn-tennis a little way off. After being defeated, the Policg 
went to the European officers of the sepoys, but the latter, probably thinking 
it impossible to call back the sepoys, paid no heed to the representations of the 
Police. At last, as the Sergeants desisted from the affray, the S€poys quieted 
down. At this moment the bugle was sounded and the sepoys went away, 

4. <A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 27th February, Sarat Chandy 


Adhikari by name, writes as follows :— 
A case of ruffianism in Cal- 


vaihe. | At 1 a.M., on the 6th February last, the write 

| was returning home from the City Theatre. Whe 
about to pass the Thanthania crossing, a tall, powerful Negro began to dog his 
steps. This, however, did not arouse his suspicion. When he reached Colley 
Square, another Negro, thinly built and not so powerful as the former, made 
his appearance. When he reached the spot made dark by the shadow of the trees 
growing in the Hindu School compound, the first Negro asked him in English 
for charity, and before he could reply held him fast by his wrapper so that he 
could not move. The man then put his hand over his mouth to prevent hin 
from crying, and his companion began to search his pockets. The search was 
unsuccessful, for he had kept his money not in his pocket but in the folds of his 
cloth. ‘The Negro who held hin said * Don’t meve. I will leave you stone 
dead here!” ‘The writer at last hit a hard blow with his clenched fist on the 
nose of the Negro who held him and knocked him down. He then tried to 
escape, but the other Negro hung by his clothes like a leech. But as he was 
not so powerful as his companion, the writer at last extricated himself from 
his grasp, leaving one-half of his wrapper with the ruffan. He then began to 
run, and met with two gentlemen, with whom he retraced his steps, and av, 
from a distance of about two raszs, that the wounded man and his companion 
entered Bhabani Churn Dutt’s Lane. They left behind them the portion of 
the wrapper which had been torn away in the struggle. The writer and his 
companions were afraid to pursue them, lest, joined by the Gundas living 1 
Halliday Street, the Negros should make a strong attack upon them. The 
writer had never thought that such things could take place in a public road m 
Calcutta. No constable could be found in or near the scene of the incident. 
gs. should take care of themselves when travelling in the Calcutta streets 
at night. 


5. A correspondent of the Sahayogi, of the 27th February, says that 


meee _,, petty thefts and gambling have become very pre 

tee toma Ujirpur in Barisal. A set of badmashes have 
appeared in the place who ply their trade under the patronage of some gentlemet | 
and are not brought to Justice through the leniency ‘of the police. 


(b)— Working of the Couris. 


6. The Hitakari, of the 21st February, says that the Sub-divisiontl 


is sedi aah te Wace Officer of Kushtia is laid up with influenza, ‘ 
me eestone OE NLA there has been no sitting of the Court. The ar 
Deputy of the place has temporarily been vested by the District Collector wi! 
the power of hearing applications and police reports. But no arrangement 
been made for the hearing of cases, and parties to suits are owe much los 


and inconvenience on this account. The writer suggests that if r. Mitra o 
Girindra Babu takes up the work of hearing cases in addition to his duties, all the 
cases that are standing long on the board will be disposed of in a month’s time. 
7. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the ay F vee 
ae . glad that the people of Ukhra and the v 

re Pore nal whee fh haes Selitiehed the authorities, requesting them 
establish a Munsif’s Court at that village. There 

was formerly a Munsif’s Court at Ukhra, and its removal to Ranigap) has giv 


( 227 ) 


1 people an opportunity of oppressing and harassing their 
rich and tome Pstituting sak moar them. For, it takes a day to travel 
weak yy - m Ukhra to Raniganj, and carrying a number of witnesses there and 
on foot " dicie back, and this over and over again, is a costly affair. These 
ae nces have made litigation very costly, and placed justice beyond the 
circumns . the poor people of Ukhra. Government is therefore asked to re- 
oor a Munsif’s Court there. Ukhra isa large village inhabited by ye nee 
estab ese le. and is situated at the very centre of the Ranigan) chauk1. en 
able pe re , Munsif’s Court there, suitorsand others experienced no inconvenience 
— “matter of boarding and lodging. There are good roads leading to Ukhra 
on tt stations of Raniganj and Undal, and carriages and palkis are procur- 
able on those roads. we ; ama 

g Referring tothe abolition of the Small Cause Courts in the Rajshahi 
and other districts, the Hindu Ranjtka, of the 24th 

Tho clerks of | the abolished February, says that, in abolishing these Courts, 
im Government has given effect to its policy of re- 
trenchment in the usual form, namely, by dismissing a certain number of 
clerks, peons, &c. It never dares to abolish a single high paid post held by 
, European. Perhaps the money saved by the dismissal of the Small Cause 
Courts clerks and peons will before long be found devoted to the crestion of 
abig post fora European. It is a wonder that even the keen-eyed Sir Charles 
Elliott should allow himself to be guided by this policy. 

As regards the transfer of clerks which has been made in connection with 
the abolition, the writer would point out that it will unnecessarily cost Govern- 
ment a large sum, in the shape of travelling expenses, a sum which it could 
have saved by providing for the clerks in their own stations. Babu Kasisankar, 
head clerk of the Rajshahi Small Cause Court, has been transferred to Ranchi, 
but he does not know Kaithi, the Court language in that place, and the writer 
fails to see how he can be of any use in his new post. These transfers will also 
cause great trouble to the clerks themselves. 

9, The Samay, of the 26th February, says that the enquiry into the 


eth sack recent Alipore riot is being conducted with closed 
© ETT EIS ESP” ~~ Aoors, the representatives of the press having been 


excluded from both the first and the second Court of Enquiry. 
10. The same paper says that aman was recently sentenced by the 
aa Deputy Magistrate of Hooghly to a year’s imprison- 
Seas Malena. ¥ “ment with hard labour for having broken the branch 
of a mango-tree belonging to one of his neighbours. 
On appeal the sentence was set aside by the District Judge, who administered 
arebuke to the Deputy Magistrate for having passed such a hard sentence for 
such a trifling offence. The Deputy Magistrate, of course, fuliy deserves rebuke; 
but why did he, versed in the law as he is, act in the way he did? Was it not 
because he knew that his promotion in the service depended on his passing hard 
sentences in accordance with the wish of the Lieutenant-Governor, as expressed 
ina recent issue of the Gazette dealing with the conduct of the Subordinate 
Executive Service? Viewed in this light, the conduct of the Deputy Magistrate 


seems to be less reprehensible than the system which makes such conduct 
hecessary, 


ll. The Sanjivani, of the 27th February, says that the accused in the 
The sentence in the Ghurki case, 8° of the coolie girl Churki appealed against his 


sentence of seven days’ imprisonment, but the Judge 
of the Assam Valley District 7 ; 


ris too light considering the crime committed. It is hoped, therefore, that 
a. Ward, the Chief Commissioner, will send the papers of the case to the High 
ourt for an enhancement of the sentence. a. 
12. Referring to the case of the indigo planter Nickels, of Jounpore, in the 
North-Western Provinces, lately tried in the 
Allahabad High Court Sessions, the same paper 
ee coal __ expresses itself astounded at the result of the trial. 
ak 6 7 the jurors disbelieve the witnesses, all of whom gave evidence on 
+ ant writer can scarcely believe that the jurors, sworn though they were 
guilty \vie, acted conscientiously in returning a unanimous verdict of not 
. the jurors were employed in drawing pictures 


while: It is stated that some of 
© case was going on. The guilt of the accused was conclusively proved 
adduced against him, and Mr, Juetice Straight, before whom 


The acquittal — oa 
planter Nickels + Me indigo 


y the evidence 


s in dismissing the appeal, remarked that the sentence — 
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the case was first tried in the High Court, was convinced of his guilt, | - 
hard to conceive a greater miscarriage of justice. 


13. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chundrika, of the 28th F ebruary, Says that 


the Lieutenant-Governor’s refusal to grant to Baby 

Costs of Anandachandra Roy’s Anandachandra Roy, of Dacca, the cost of }; 

defence ° i .” ig 

defence, is due to His Honour being well aware tha 

the officials will never cease to prosecute people wrongly, and that the granting 

of costs in the present case would, therefore, be a bad precedent. But many 

people think that indiscreet officers of this type should be required to pay the 
costs of such cases out of their own pockets. 


(c)—Jaz/s. 

14. The Dacca Prakash, of the 28th February, says that considering the 

Said aiiaine way in which prisoners in the jails are treated, it 

eeminenetem td would be better to hang than to imprison. And 

the statistics of jail mortality collected by Government lend support to this view, 
It appears from those statistics that the high rate of jail mortality is due to the 
cruel treatment of prisoners, This is proved by the rate of mortality prevailing 
among the free population. In 1890, for instance, the rate of mortality outside 
the jails was 22-92 per thousand, while the jail rate was as high as 32:3 per 
thousand. But the difference, properly considered, was much greater than the 
difference between 32°3 and 22:92. For while the rate outside the jails included 
children, old men, and people suffering from chronic disvases, the jail rate had 
reference only to strong able-bodied adults who might be expected to live long, 
Mortality among infants and children is very high, having been, for instance, 
313°8 in 1,000 children under one year in Calcutta in the year 1890. So, 
deducting the rates of mortality among children and old women, the mortality 
among the young and able-bodied outside the jails might be taken to have been 
8 or 9 per thousand. And compared with that, the rate, 32°3 per thousand in 
the jails, was certainly a terrible rate. It is, therefore, clear that in the jails 
about 24 or 25 prisoners per thousand succumb to harsh treatment. ee 
cruel and painful must that treatment be which produces so heavy a rate of 
mortality! And that is the reason why the writer says that hanging would 
be much better than such imprisonment. Death by hanging is quick, 
and yet some Governments have abolished it on grounds of humanity. But in 
India death in a far more objectionable form than death by hanging is being 
inflicted on prisoners guilty of comparatively trifling offences. Again, among the 
jail population the death-rate is higher among short-term prisoners than among 
se 2. ones. ‘This means that the former are treated more cruelly than the 


latter. The first six months’ residence in ajail undermines the constitution of 


a prisoner, and so there is so much more mortality in the earlier stages of 
imprisonment. 


Those who survive this trying period get accustomed to a 
treatment and live longer. As a matter of fact, very few prisoners die after 


their second year of imprisonment, And when their sccond year is passed, they 
begin to be treated better, and are entrusted with the exercise of supervision over 
short-term preveete And this accounts for the lower rate of mortality among 
prisoners of above seven years’ standing. The death-rate among them is lower 
even than among thefree population. To treat short-term prisoners more harshly 
than the long-tcrm ones is certainly very unreasonable, and serves, as it were, 88 
an incitement to the commission of more heinous offences. Government seems 
to be unable to understand what constitutes ill-treatment of prisoners, OF it 


would have given heed to the writer’s proposals on the subject,and would not 
have gone on incurring the sin of murdering its subjects. 


(d)—Education. 


15. The Bankura Darpan, of the 15th February, says that, in accordancé 

| : __ with the wish of Government, the Bankura District 

Ege om eee inthe Dis- Board has reduced the grants-in-aid given to many 

: schools in the district. But Bankura is a poor dis 

trict, and any reduction of the grants-in-aid there will lead to the disappearance 

of many schools. The Inspector of Schools and the members of the District 

Board should, therefore, write to Government on the subject, and try to secure 

larger grants to the schools in the district. 

16. The Sahachar, of the 24th February, says that the Calcutta Universi 


is gradually getting more and more discredited. 
Ae Entrance Examination The University seitiacebilinn ois unwilling to give . 


detailed account of the theft of the question papers 
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‘oly say that the packets containing the papers were tampered 
at Patna. psy page ny how, wtiah ond in what way. a is the ri in 
with ; but u i newspapers the report which has been submitted by Mr. 

ablishing “The omission to do sohas given rise to rumours of various kinds. 
;woank +t should therefore be made public without delay. 


The repoF The Navayuga, of the 25th February, has more than once noticed 
7. the irregularity and mismanagement in the Burdwan 
rhe Burdwan Raj College. Raj College. The respectable people of Burdwan 
dissatisfied with its management, and their applications to the 
‘+ .oa) Commissioner on this subject have proved fruitless. Mr. Power, 
ahora OR is an intelligent man, and why is he indifferent in the matter? 
aay ee is being done to the College by retaining the nephew of Babu 
More = Dutt in the post of Professor of English than by retaining the 
Rane Principal in his post. The Commissioner wrote to Sir Alfred Croft, 
. him to say whether or not these two officers should be made permanent 
: -~ respective posts. But the Director of Public Instruction, so far as the 
mn : . -; aware, is not satisfied with the way in which the two officers have 
+ eal their respective duties. The writer accordingly believes that 
gi. Alfred will not consent to their confirmation, Mr. Mullick, Professor 
of Mathematics, 1s not popular with the students, while the head-master is unfit 
for a post carrying such a large salary. It is hoped that the Commissioner 
and the Director of Public Instruction will enquire into these matters, and intro- 
duce a root-and-branch reform in the College, 


18. The Pratikar, of the 26th February, disapproves of Mr. Tawney’s 
proposal to make drawing a compulsory subject in 
the Entrance Examination, It observes as fol- 
lows :— 


Many people want to give the Entrance Examination a queer form. 
The Vice-Chancellor very truly said in his convocation speech that the Entrance 
Examination was no longer the door through which to enter the University, but 
it was the door through which to enter the world. In fact, the passing of this 
examination has become the condition on which a young man may be allowed 
to earn his livelihood. And it has been, therefore, proposed to give this 
examination a more practical turn. But in so doing, it should not be made 
more stiff than it 1s at present. 


19. The Bangavasi, of the 27th February, says that the University having 
determined upon a re-examination of the Patna 
candidates, at first appointed the 14th March next for 
the purpose. But as the Holi festival takes place on that date, the 4th April 
has been now fixed for the re-examination. But the 4th April is the Vasanti 


are extremel 


Drawing io the Entrance 
Examination. 


The date for the re-examination. 


Saptami and Ashtami, and the day following it is the Ram Navami festival. 


So, it seems the learned University authorities make it a point to fix Hindu 
lestival days as examination dates. If, in doing this, the University authori- 
tes are actuated by a desire to subvert the religion of the Hindus, then the 
writer would ask them—what necessity 1s there of having recourse to such paltry 
means when so effective a provision has been made in the text-books appointed 
by them for the attainment of that object ? Everybody, not excepting the 
University authorities themselves, know that the Hindu religion can have no 
place ina University where the Christian Society’s Madras Manual of Geogra- 
phy, Mr. R. C. Dutt’s History of India, and Mr. Tawney’s moral text-book are 
‘ppomted to be read by the boys. This is sufficient for the attainment of the 


hversity’s object; and the dates of Hindu religious festivals may be spared. 
at least for appearance’s sake. 


20. The Sanjivani, of the 27th February, says that a certain European 


Mr. B.C. Dutt’s Hi; .. Professor was lately trying his best to have 
lit of muiery of nie. Mr. R. C. Dutt’s History of India removed from the 
ps ext-books for the Entrance Examination. _ But his efforts have failed, 
4, © University has failed to notice his criticisms. And now a long article 
a ppeared in the Anglishman newspaper pointing out faults in Mr. Dutt’s 
on. 2 ¢ writer has attempted to excite Hindu and Muhammedan feeling by 
mublie hat the book contains matter offensive to both the communities. The 
¢ will not have to take much pains to find out the writer of the article. 


NAVAYUGA, 
Feb. 25th, 1892. 


PRATIKAR, 
Feb. 26th, 1892. 


BanGaVasl, 
Feb. 27th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb, 27th, 1892. 
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SaNJIVAN!, 
Feb, 27th, 1892. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 


CHANDRIKA, 
Feb. 28th, 1892. 


DalNtIK-0-SAMACHAR 


CHANDRIKA, 
Mar. 2nd 1892. 


Bankora DARPAN, 
Feb. Ist, 1892. 


BURDWAN SaNJIVANI, 


Feb. 23rd, 1892. 


SawacCHaR, 
Feb. 24tb, 1892. 


‘ are no doubt very good and useful things. But they require the expenditure 


( 230 ) 


21. The same paper says that the B. A. Examination will commence 
ee Monday next (the 29th February), but a Pumiour 
‘. The B. A. Examination ques- sbroad among the candidates thet the questions f 
: English literature, psychology, and ethics ha : 
transpired. The writer has got some questions from a certain source, byt he 
cannot vouch for their genuineness. The informants of this paper are ye ' 
determined in their statement that the questions from ‘Thackeray and 4 
questions on Psychology and Ethics have really transpired. The writer a 
also heard similar rumours about some of the F. A. questions. But he cannot 
vouch for their genuineness too. A number of questions on English literatyr, 
Psychology and Ethics are given. ? 
22. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 28th February, says that the 
Wien Cabins ikea Calcutta University has become a large trading 
ssa Dacstionnse concern which attends more to income than t 
anything else; and this is the reason "aL the many irregularities which mark 
its proceedings do not come to anend. ‘The writer has always said that th 
Calcutta University should be divided into two Universities—one with its head. 
oe in Calcutta, and the other with its head-quarters at Patna. And the 
niversity will not suffer in dignity by dividing itself in this way if only the 
standard of its examinations is kept high. Its income will, mdeed, suffer, bu 

it would be quite practicable to reduce nditure in the same proportion. 

23. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 2nd March says, that in the 
Mr. R. C. Datt’s History of defence of his history sent by Mr. R. C. Dutt to 
India. the Anglishman newspaper, he has not at all touch. 
ed the question of his having taken unorthodox views of the Hindu religion, 
but has only touched the question of his alleged misrepresentations about 
the Muhammadan religion. And Mr. Dutt has done well in adopting this 
course, for it is certain that his book contains many things that are. offensive 
to the Hindus. Instead of making vain contentions, Mr. Dutt should try to 
render his book unobjectionable, 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st February, says that the Bankura 
District Board is indifferent in the matter of in- 
proving sanitation, and very small sums are 
assigned in the budget for this purpose, and not even those small sums are spent 
every year. As a consequence, the sanitary condition of the district of 
obec is becoming worse every day, and not a year passes but malania, 
cholera and other diseases break out in some place or other in the district. The 
condition of the Taldangra cattle-pound is miserable in the extreme, It is with- 
out a roof and its walls are dilapidated. The Board’s attention is drawn to 
this. 


The Bankura District Board. 


25. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 23rd February, refers to the Lieaten- 
ant-Governor’s Resolution on the working of the 
Bengal Municipalities during 1890.91, and remarks 
as follows:—The fact that in many municipalities, the maximum rate of 
taxation was not levied has been noticed by His Honour with dissatisfaction. 
His Honour is of opinion that in many of the municipalities, where the highest 
rate has not been levied, people are able to pay that rate, and he accord- 
ingly wishes to see taxes increased everywhere. ‘To increase the beauty of 
towns, to keep roads neat and clean, and to provide for good drinking water 


Increase of Municipal taxation. 


of much money, and poor people cannot pay for them. Those municipalities, 
therefore, which have not much money, are content to do without them. And 
if Government wishes that they should have those luxuries, let it pay for them 
itself. ‘The people have no money, and so they do not want the luxuries. 
26. The Sahachar, of the 24th February, says that the day for the election 
The approaching Municipal of Municipal Commissioners in Calcutta is drawing 
election in Calcutta, near, and canvassing for votes is in full swing: 
Canvassers are crowding to the houses of the voters, and are using every means 
to humour them. And this pleasing and coaxing of voters goes on so long 9% 
an election is not over. But directly that is over, a change takes place in the 
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“nde of the successful candidates, and they forget all that they had said about 
ae | improvement in their respective wards. ‘The writer, therefore, hopes 
oe ae oan will, this time, vote only for em efficient men. The Govern- 
= fices will probably remain closed on the day of voting. 
cot he Banganivast, of the 24th February, says that the Bombay Muni- _Bancanrvasr, 
a of the Tansa water- Cipality is doing a very wrong thing by sanctioning Fe 4th, 1602 
— ' an expenditure of twenty thousand rupees on the 
seremony of opening the ‘Tansa water-works. It is doubtful whether His 
Excellency the oo will like or approve of this waste of money. The 
country would be greatly benefited if the Commissioners, instead of spending so 


much money in amusements, spent it to relieve the distressed people. While it 
, mourning with some, it is rejoicing with others. , 
93 The Dacca Prakash, of the 28th February, strongly condemns the Dacca Praxasu, 
new Commissioners of the Dacca pry coo | 


Feb, 28th, 1892. 
The Dacca Municipality. 


The roads within the municipality are not properly 

watered and lighted, and many places, which were formerly lighted, are not 
chted now. The light near the Judge’s Court building has been removed. 
The municipal authorities have sanctioned Rs. 8,000 for establishing a bazar 
in front of the lodging-house of Babu Ananda Chandra Roy. The establish- 
ment of the proposed bazar will have the effect of breaking up the old bazar 
near the river called the /ahir Bazar. And if that bazar is not destroyed, 
then the money spent in establishing the new bazar must be so much money 
wasted. The fact is, the friends of Ananda Babu want to do him afriendly - 

| tun, and that is all, If the municipality had been actuated by a sense of duty 
in this matter, they would have tried to establish a bazar in Kumartuli, on 
a site to the west of the East Bengal School building. A bazar in Kumartull. 
would have been of great use to the majority of the trades-people. But the 

| a authorities consider it higher duty to serve a friend than to benefit 
the public. 


29. The Som Prakash, of the 29th February, regrets that the condition 


Condition of the villages in the © the villages in the mufassal has not yet sufficiently 
mufassal under Municipal admi- 


mufass improved. The arrangements for keeping village 
- instraton, oe roads clean and removing jungle are very 
imperfect. The municipal arrangements are also very. defective in these 


respects. Some improvement is, indeed, visible in the sadar stations; but the 


condition of the villages in the interior is as bad as ever. The villagers pay 
taxes regularly, but the money they pay is spent in improving the municipal 


head-quarters. It it hoped that the authorities will look to the matter, and 


enquire whether or not money raised in any locality is spent for its own 
improvement 


Som PRAKASH, 
Feb. 29th, 1892. 


30. The same paper dwells on the grossly insanitary condition of Puri 
Theineenites i . In Orissa, and ascribes it to want of drainage, want 
y condition of Puri. Pay ‘ ’ 

_ of good drinking water, and imperfect arrangements 
oT removing road sweepings, As regards the supply of good drinking water, | 


evernment proposes to remove the want by sinking wells. But so long as 


ane are not made for removing road sweepings, wells are likely to be 


rer Y poisonous matter finding way into them by percolation. Government 
nah Sonor, first give its attention to the question of removing road 
3. 


Som Prakasa. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 7 


31, The Sansodhini, of the 5th F ebruary, has the following -—The burden SaNSODHINI, 
The Chap survey in Chittagon of the complaint that is being made in connection _Feb. Sth, 1892. 
“Say * with the chap survey in Chittagong is that the 
are shal amins are not doing their work properly; that in their records they 
epeakin ie land belonging to one man as land belonging toanother. Proper! 
responsit) f tg it 1s the Aistikar amin, and not the khanapurt amin, who 1s 
trouble r cr the mistakes and inaccuracies which are giving rise to so much 
former 4h or the latter only enters in the maps which are prepared by the 
possession pi rarhonitsa- iy about holdings and the names of the parties in whose 
the map whie?, are: in other words, the khanapuri amin fills up the columns in 
Utmost im ‘ch 18 prepared for him by the kisttkar amin. It is, therefore, of the 
portance that the sistikar amin’s map should be made to accurately 
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SaNSODHINI, 
Feb. 19tb, 1892. 
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represent the condition of the land under survey. The writer has learnt o, 
enquiry that in many instances this has not been the case. Indeed, the way the 
kistikar amin makes the survey is more likely than not to yield wrong measyy,. 
ments. For, without taking the trouble to see whether the chain has been 
used in the proper manner, he enters in his map the figure and the measuremen, 
as read out to him by the chainman. The result is that small portions of Janq 
belonging to a holding are not unoften excluded therefrom, and the size anq 
total area are shown to be less than its actual size and area. Again, in connee. 
tion with holdings owned by co-sharers and comprising divisions, the boundarie; 
whereof have been clearly Tousarented, there have been cases in which the guryer 
maps have shown land belonging to one co-sharer as being in the possession ¢f 
another, The maps should be rectified in all these particulars, or there will }y 
great confusion and trouble to the parties concerned. The attention of th 
authorities is also drawn to the fact that the kustitar amins not being provided 
with field books, their maps will not prove of much use in the end, and it wil] 
be difficult in contested cases to determine the lengths of holdings. It has 
become extremely necessary for the villager to help the amins in the work of 
survey, and of preparing the maps in such a way that they accurately give the 
actual extent of the holdings. If this is not done, many proprietors will lose 
their holdings, and in the end find themselves compelled to seek the assistance 
of the Courts in regaining them. Others, again, will find it perfectly impossible 
to identify their lands. All this will doubtless lead to litigation, fighting, and 
bloodshed, and Government will find that it has only wasted so much money. 

To come to the question of the chap survey. If the land belonging to one 
person be shown by the survey as belonging to another, will it be possible for 
the rightful owner to find a remedy? Take one example:—5 gundas of land 
within mark 55 of the survey of the year 1200 Maghi, and belonging to the 
Noabad taluk owned by Ramdas, is shown by the amin as falling withing mark 
108 of the present survey and belonging to the lakhiraj bahali taluk owned by 
Kalidas. Ramdas is therefore prevented by Kalidas from taking possession of 
his land. He seeks the protection of a law court and relies on the survey papers 
of the year 1200 Maghi in which his father is entered as the proprietor of the 
land in question. Kalidas, on the other hand, shows that in the present survey | 
he is shewn as the proprietor. If now the survey papers of the year 1200 Maghi 
are not allowed to be put in in evidence, Ramdas loses his suit and his ancestral 
land. Even if these papers are considered as admissible in evidence, Ramdas 
will have to pay not less than Rs. 30, the fees of the Civil Court Amin, for 
making an enquiry and report. If this officer does his work properly, Ramdas 
gets back his land; otherwise, he loses his land and his money too in the bargain. 
As was seen in the survey of some Noabad lands made in the year 1238 Maghi 
by Mr. Fasson, there would have been no such trouble if the survey marks of the 
year 1200 Maghihad been accepted and acted upon. As illustrating the necessity 
of referring to the survey papers of that year, the writer cites the instances 
which have occurred in the survey made under the superintendence of Munshi 
Tofil Ali Khan, a Deputy Collector, by Amin Rajballabh Kanungoe, of the 
village of Ayampore, chakla Nijampore, thana Jorarganj. 

32. The Sansodhini, of the 19th February, returns to the subject of the 
chap survey in Chittagong, and dwells on the great 
necessity on the part of the survey officers of beig 
guided by the survey marks of the year 1200 Maghi. Indeed, if the we 
papers of that year, which accurately represent, by means of marks and specif- 
cation of boundaries, the rights and interests in the land of all classes of men 
in the Chittagong district, from tarafdar to the lowest raiyat, be set at nought, 
there will remain absolutely nothing by which a new proprietor can, in the 
event of a law suit, point out the lands which he has purchased or which he bss 
inherited, and establish his rights therein. Again, when in the case of a revenue 
sale under Act XI of 1859, the auction-purchaser comes to take khas possessi02 
of a taraf, and the owners of the occupancy tenures in the taraf object to lis 
doing so on the ground that they possess permanent or prescriptive rights in theit 
respective tenures, the point can only be decided by the survey papers of the 
year 1200 Maghi. These tenureholders will be uowhere if these survey 
papers are summarily rejected. The fact is, Government can only direct the 
rejection of the survey marks of that year if its object be to destroy the rights 
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t the present proprietors, and by means of fresh survey marks to create new 
0 

rights. 33. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 23rd 
February, has the following :— 


Survey by Government officers is very costly. The survey of the khas 
hals of the Burdwan Raj Estate by Government officers is proving very 
a ansive, so much so, that any other estate would have been ruined by the 
- onditure. But the cost, large as it is, does not bring any corresponding gain. 
ifthe vamindars come to know how very expensive the survey of the Raj estate 
by Government is proving, they will never consent to the survey of their estates 
wv Government ofhcers. As both the raiyats and the zemindars of Behar are pro- 
testing against the proposed cadastral survey, Government should not persist. 
There will be no harm if the proposed survey ‘s postponed for a year or- two. 
The zamindars have good reason to be afraid of the survey. As many of them 
have not got their zemindar1 papers in order, they will be put to great difficulty 
in proving points which may be contested by the raiyats. Consequently, many 
lands which are really m4] will come to be recorded as lakhiraj, and so zamindars 
will become great losers. It is no wonder, therefore, that the zamindars should 
protest against the survey. Be that as it may, in consideration of the condition 
of both raiyat and zamindar this year, Government ought to postpone the 

survey. 
34, A correspondent of the Hitavadi, of the 27th February, says that this 


The Orissa Settlement oo the outturn of Crops has not been favourable 
anergy in Orissa The inundation of the Mahanadi, the 
failure of the rains, and the storm in the month of Kartik last have all contri- 


The cadastral survey in Behar. 


A buted to this result. The people of Orissa are now in a most miserable condition, 


being anxious for their daily bread. But even now the agriculturists have not 


been able to avoid the demands of zamindars and money-lenders The zamin- 


- dars’ paiks are sitting at their doors, and they must pay the rent due at the kist. 


The raiyats are ready to sell their household utensils in order to meet the 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI 
Feb 23rd, 1892. 


HITAVADI, 
Feb. 27th, 1892. 


demands of the zamindars, but who shall purchase them at their proper price ? © 


And at such a time as this Government is anxious to make asettlement of Orissa. 
‘ir. Reily has been entrusted with the work, and a number of officials have been 
appoted in various departments under him. Settlement operations were post- 
poned in consequence of the last famine in Orissa, and it was proposed to resume 
then when the condition of the province would improve. But the condition 
of Orissa has not, as a matter of fact, improved. Why, then, is Government so 
anxious for the settlement of Orissa? Possibly Government thinks that the condi- 
tion of Orissa will never be better, and so it 1s no use postponing the settlement. 
The people of Orissa are themselves indifferent in the matter of making their 
condition known to Government, and the People’s Association is sleeping over its 


duty. Ifthe zamindars of Orissa make a united representation to Government 


> subject, it may be induced to postpone the settlement for a few years 


(y)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and wrrigation. 


bee | The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 23rd February, says that, notwithstand- 
Stating ickets at the Burdwan ing the rule providing for the sale of tickets to 


tation only a sengers at all hours, they are sold at the Burdwan 


pas- 


“on short time before the arrival of a train. Thi h in- 
convenioncs to nese . This causes much in- 
Satna. gers. It is hoped that the local Railway authorit 1 

act 4ccording to the rule in future. ' 4 er a 


— ; ~ Sahachar, of the 24th February, says that Mr. Bell, Consultin 


ris aad Seqine, Copnecting How. Railway Engineer, has again proposed the construc- 
bow Bazar in Cal tion of a Central Railway Station to the north of 
ines at Hows outa. The object of this proposal is to connect the railwa 

stronger ber : and Sealdah. This will necessitate the construction of a 
But where w a. over the Hooghly to the south of the existing floating bridge. 
¥ nee e, * the necessity o constructing the Naihati bridge? Be that 
posal, and Por 125,00,000 will be required to give effect to the above pro- 


O1n) is thi ] oO ° ” 
ning Pane on Beales, rool come from? There is no necessity of 
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37. A Mymensingh correspondent of the Sanjivant, of the 27th February 
Railway travelling by native Says that on Thursday, the 18th F ebruary, he Was 
ladies. struck with the behaviour of a Eurasian to a yx. 
ectable native gentleman at the Dacca station. The native gentleman with , 
leds had been occupying seats in a second class carriage, but at Dacca he 
changed the second class for an intermediate carriage. The correspondent had 
heard high words passing between the Eurasian and the native gentleman when 
the latter was in the second class carriage. Now, no sooner had he changed 
carriage, than the Eurasian came in front of ‘it and used abusive language 
towards him, calling upon him to leave that carriage as he had no right to be jp 
a ladies’ compartment. The native gentleman answered him in a similar strain, 
and the two were on the point of a scuffle when the train started. | 
Railway travelling has of late become rather unsafe for respectable women 
on account of wicked people. The Railway authorities keep a sharp eye on 
all natives who misbehave themselves; but they do not dare to take the slightest 
notice of the conduct of wicked Europeans travelling by rail. Respectable 
women will not find rail travelling safe so long as Railway servants will not 
cease to fear Sahebs. In the case cited above, matters would have takena 
serious turn if the native gentleman had not been a man of some pluck and 
physical powers. 

38. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 29th February, says that it is now all 
but certain that the present famine in Russia is 
due to an expansion of its railway system. The 
frequency of famine in India, too, is attributable to the same cause. And yet 
the first relief work the Government of this country undertakes is a new Rail- 
way line. 


Railways as a cause of famine. 


(h)— General. 


39. The Sahachar, of the 24th February, has the following on the subject 


f the last census:— 
The last census work, - 


Census work is rarely free from errors. And 
it will not be faultless, even if Government spends on it four times as much 
as it does now. But the last census is marked by some very bad defects. 
This has been due to the employment of ignorant enumerators on poor pay to do 
the census work. The writor can say, on the strength of the few grave errors 
which have been noticed in the census work, that the money spent by Govern- 
ment in that work has been simply wasted. One of the returns sent b 
Mr. Baker, Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, divides prostitutes in the Diamond- 
Harbour sub-division into two classes— male prostitutes and female prostitutes. 
A mistake of this kind is simply unpardonable. In the same sub-division the 
number of pleaders is stated to be 500, clearly a zero in excess. ‘The figure two 
is found under the head of children within the Baranagar municipality. 
Are there only two children within that municipality? It seems from these 
errors that Government should not have spent money uselessly in collecting 
information of this kind. These errors in taking the census have put the 
writer in mind of the following story :—Shortly after the Statistical Depart: 
ment was established, a clerk wrote in a return “gander 150.” A superior 
clerk of the Department took the word “gander” for the Bengali word for 
the rhinoceros, and accordingly put the word rhinoceros in place of gander. 
The error was at last detected by Mr. Cotton or some other high official. 
‘It is hoped that other officers have not done like Mr. Baker in the census work. 

40. The Sanjivani, of the 27th February, says that even the Englishmas 
newspaper is blaming Government for holding 0 

temptations to Englishmen and Eurasians in this 
country to enlist themselves as volunteers. ‘The writer in the Englishme 
says that the sooner these temptations are withdrawn, the better. Those who 
will enlist as volunteers on the prospect of exemption from the income-tax, 4? 
etting free passage to and from England, will be of little use to the country: 
ther than form a voluntcer corps with such material, the idea of formes 

a volunteer corps at all ought to be given up. The Sanyjivani itself has 84 
the same thing more than once. But Government has probably slighted his 
representations as coming from a Native paper. But will it slight the state- 
ments of its own henchman, the Enyiishnian? It is idle to expect that ° 


The Volunteering question. 
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have no heart for volunteering, but enlist themselves as volunteers from 
we ng uniary gain or advantage, will show the requisite pluck or bravery 
non ” t danger. As for the Eurasians, they were never noted for mettle or 
seer and it now seems that the luxurious Anglo-Indians themselves have lost 
Ww yanlnens courage and patriotism, for they would not otherwise have attempt- 
< oie the Government at an advantage. It is strange that Government 
vould accede to such conditions for getting European and Kurasian volunteers, 
§ hile it refuses the privilege of volunteering to Natives who are pressing it for 
re same, in order that they may be able in time of danger to defend their 
country and their kith and kin. <o 
4i. The Bangavasi, of the 27th February, says that forage is being 
stored in Peshawar and Rawalpindi in view of 
any sudden outbreak of war. Many people have 
taken alarm, as well they might, on hearing the 
storing of forage, for to them it means imminent war. But the Government 
organ, the Pioneer, says that there is nothing to apprehend at present, and 
precaution is being taken only against any future contingency. The assurance 
given by the Pioneer, who 1s in the secret of Government, may relieve anxiety 
for the present, but the storing of forage indicates some danger, if not in the 
immediate present, at least in the future. And that is sufficient cause for 
nxiety. 
2. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 29th February, says that a native journal 


_ in the Punjab having given a wrong version of 
* cpageaam and the Native 4 railway accident, the Government of that pro- 
| rress, 


vince pointed out the writer’s mistake, and request- 
ed him to publish a correct account of the occurrence. If Government always 


acts in this spirit towards the Native Press, the latter will not be long mt 
improving its tone and condition. ) 

43, The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st March, says that a Special Sub- 

3 Registrar ought to be appointed for the Sadar 

oe Sub-Registrar for station of Bankura. As the number of deeds which 


: are brought here for registration is large, and the 
Sub-Registrar has to do abkari, certificate, road cess and other work, people 


Storing of forage on the fron- 
tier. 


coming to have their deeds registered are put to very great inconvenience. It 


is hoped that the Magistrate, Mr. Barrow, will write to Government for a Special 
Sub-Registrar. 


III.— L&GIs.Lative. 


44. The Charuvarta, of the 22nd February, has the following remarks on 
" the proposed amendment of the Bengal Municipal 
¢ proposed amendment of the 


Act :— } 


Just at the moment when people have been 
apicting that a wider scope would be given to Local Self-Goverenment, and 


the National Congress has been attempting to have the elective principle extended 
ie Legislative Councils, a Bill has been drafted in Bengal to bring local 


ogal Municipal Act. 


‘government within narrower limits, and to sap, in fact, its very foundations. - 


‘ernment, it is said, has been induced to undertake the amendment by com- 
bas which reached it regarding the working of the mufassal municipalities. 
, vat 18 0 amendment which Government proposes to make. The proposed 
is rather a weapon with which Government wants to destroy local self- 


EoVernment al | ° “>t poe . °  s 
af electing together. Some municipalities have hitherto enjoyed the privilege 


te power of depriving these municipalities of this privilege. And this will 
be very heavy atonement for any fault the municipalities may have 
.* _4igain, the Bill proposes to give municipalities only the power of 
, coe Vice-Chairmen, the nominations being made subject to confirmation 
° wil _—. It is easy to conceive what the result of this change in the 
powers in 4 t is also proposed to give to District Magistrates summa 
entreated te . matter of municipal assessments. Government is most humbly 
tll rovenncian) by the axe with which it is about to strike at the root of local 
government, which © should be remembered that the small measure of self- 
? 


was given to the country by Lord Ripon, was intended only 


their own Chairmen, and the Bill proposes to reserve to Government 


BANGAVASI, 
Feb. 27th, 1892. 
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for the political education of the people. But it now appears that that educ. 
tion must at the very outset pass through an ordeal of fire. And it has hard] 
passed through that ordeal when it will be subjected to treatment Which 
threatens its very life. ‘lhe appoitment of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, and 
the assessment of taxes by the municipalities themselves being the essence 
of local self-government, where will local self-government be if these privi. 
leges aro taken away? It cannot be that all the municipalities have become 
corrupt. ‘Those that have swerved from the right path will require only 
a frown from Government to set them right. 
45. The Pratikar, of the 26th February, says that it is owing to Lor 
Ripon that India has hitherto enjoyed the privile 
The proposed amendment of the of Jocal self-government. But Sir Charles Elliot 
ee has now drafted.a Bill for amending the Bengal 
Municipal Act. and if that Bill is passed into law, the Divisional Commissioner 
and the District Magistrates will acquire larger powers over municipalities thay 
what the existing law gives them. By thus changing the law Government wil 
strike at the root of local self-government. It 1s strange that Sir Charla 
Elliott should thus seek to amend the municipal law, when he has himself 
raised the working of the municipalities i his Administration Report. 
46. The Sanjivani, of the 27th February, has the following on the 


The proposed amendment of the proposed amendment of the Bengal Municipal 
Bengal Municipal Act. Act:— 


It has been already shown that by the proposed amendment of the 
Municipal Act, Government means to lay the axe at the root of Local Self. 
Government. The Bill itself, as drafted, 1s objectionable enough; but the 
way in which it 1s being attempted to be passed into law is still more objec. 
tionable. The draft Bill has been seut for opinion only to the Chairmen of 
Municipalities, and not to the Municipal Commissioners. But District Magis. 
trates themselves are in most cases Municipal Chairmen, and it is all but certain 
that they will give no opinion that will go against the Bill. Thus Govern 
ment has made a very politic move in this matter. The Municipal Com. 
missioners will not be allowed to say aword about the Bill. The write 
is sorry that Government has used such an artifice as this in order to throw 
dust in the eyes of the people. If it wishes to deprive them of the privilege 
of Local Self-Government from a perception of their unfitness for it, it should 
say so plainly, and act in a straightforward manner. 

47, Referring to the Indian Councils Bill introduced in Parliament, 

in Faison Cesnaiie Sak. the same paper considers it a very disappointing 
measure, Inasmuch as it makes no provision for 

election in the Legislative Councils. All the hopes of the Indians have thus 
been frustrated, for it can hardly be believed that the Viceroy or the Provin- 
cial Governors will confer on the people, with the Secretary of State’s sanction, 
a privilege which the Parliament aud Her Majesty the Empress refuse to give 
them. If, therefore, the Indians really desire to have the privilege, they 
must exert themselves in order to get it. They should set up an agitation and 
carry it to England; and give themselves no rest until they have gained ther 
object. No people ever obtained any political yrivilege without agitation. 
And even the slightly hopeful features of the present Bill are the result of 
agitation. Why should the people of India then lose heart and remain inactive! 

48. The Som Prakash, of the 27th February, says, in view of the Bill 

Amendment of the Land Acayy. t? #mend the Land Acquisition Act, which will » 
sition Act. 5 aes’ “BS soon brought before the Viceregal Council, that 
there should be a provision in it preventing 
acquisition of more lands than are necessary for any particular public purpo 
Such a provision is required in view of the proceedings of the Calcutta Mu 
cipality in connection with the acquisition of land for the Central Road. 
49. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 1st March, says that the 


, _ Lieutenant-Governor contemplates changing the 

iy — change in the Muni- municipal law with the object of bringing the 
municipalities in the mufassal under greater official 

control. And so when the new law is passed, the Lieutenant-Governor wil 


have the power to nominate Chairmen for those municipalities which now ¢0)°Y 
the elective right in this matter. This provisioa in the new law has given ™ 
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ns on all sides. But His Honour has thrown out the hint that he will 

ove from his purpose. And he has already directed the Puri Munici- 
pot - make the Civil Surgeon of Puri their Chairman. The writer 1s not 
pality dering gratuitous public service such as people are required to do im con- 
oder with municipalities; and he is also greatly pained to see people 
ere such service taken to task by the authorities. It is his conviction 
hat ‘a ne gentleman can serve on a municipal board, and keep his 


dharma uncompromised. Government is bent on increasing taxes, and rebukes 
those who offer any opposition:to it in s0 doing. This being the case, 


to objectio 


how can real gentlemen serve in the municipality, and be true to their conviction 
at the same time ? The Puri Municipality incurred the displeasure of the 
Licutenant-Governor simply because it did not raise taxes by oppressing the 

ole. If there be on the Puri Municipal Board any man who 1s a real gentle- 
Pn, he will certainly be pained by the expression of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 


he . es * 
displeasure. The writer cannot see how those people, who think that rigour in 


collecting municipal rates leads to oppression, can serve in the municipality 
without compromising their conscience and belief. Under these circumstances, 
no man having real regard for dha»ma can possibly give his services to a 
municipality. Speaking for himself, the writer will on no account accept 
municipal service under such terms. 

50, The Dainek-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 3rd March, does not believe 
that the passing of the Indian Councils Bill will 
alter India’s destiny. The little good it may do 
the country is not worth counting. And one need not, therefore, bestow any 
thought on the matter. There is nothing to complain of in the present con- 
stitution of the Legislative Councils; nor is there matter for exultation in the 
changes which are proposed to be made in it. For, after all, British India will 
continue to be governed by the British, and only the British will wield supreme 


The Indian Councils Bill. 


B power in the country. 


1V.—Narve STATES. 


51. The Samay of the 26th February says, on the authority of a corres- 
spondent of the Oudh Punch newspaper, that the 
prisoners in the Rampur Jail are very much oppres- 
sed and harshly dealt with. Those among them who have served out their terms 
of imprisonment have not been released, and many asamis are rotting in the 
hajut. These latter have been committed to the Sessions, but their cases remain 
unheard, Major Vincent, the President of the State Durbar, lives in the 
suburbs of Rampur, where some villagers were holding a punchayet the other 
day for settling a quarrel. The Major hearing the noise made by the men thought 
them to be people engaged in a conspiracy, and ordered their arrest. In all, 18 
persons were arrested, and sentenced to three months imprisonment each. Gross 
lawlessness must be prevailing in Rampur if the above account be true. 
Government should institute an enquiry in the matter. 
22 The Banganivasi, of the 26th February, says that famine has 
Distress inthe Native States, made its appearance in the Native States too, but 
a unlike the Government, the Rajas are not indiffer- 
‘ re the sufferings of their poor famine-stricken subjects. The Nizam of 
re mes has contributed 50 lakhs and the Mahajara of Mysore 3 lakhs for 
| le ef of the distress in their respective States. And they do not, of course, 
ss e Government, levy any tax for this purpose. It is, indeed, a matter of 
“egret that the Indians should pay taxes, and yet suffer so much. 
”3. The same paper says that the famine-stricken people of Kattiawar in 
Distress in Kattiawar. uzerat, finding no other means of maintaining 
Affairs _ themselves, have at last had recourse to pillaging. 
___’ are taking a serious turn there. The police finds it difficult to resto 
Mace, and Gove P sg 
leised Ghee 4 nek sa has sent a detachment of 100 men from Puna. It is 
faa woh ullets of these cruel men will take away hundreds of innocent 
hus nment will not perhaps shrink from committing such a sinful act. 


_. Unot even bring itself to think of displeasi 
Pep itself to think o easing. the English 
Minishing the export ee rice and wheat. , 4 ™ marenania. by 


Rampur affairs. 
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V.—PROSPECTS OF THF CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


54. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 24th February, says that the Governme, 

has told the district authorities what their duties ; 
famine and ere! should be, But written “ 
structions alone will do little good. It will e remembered that instruction, 
were not wanting during the famine which occurred in Lord Lytton’s tim 
But millions of poor people died of starvation in consequence of the Viceroy’; 
own negligence. Anda similar and more distressing occurrence took plag 
when Sir Cecil Beadon was at the helm of affairs in Bengal. 

In the present crisis, the Government and the rich men of the count 
should follow the example of Russia. Everybody now knows the story of ri 
Russian Grand Duke going out to buy bread and exposing the inhumanity of 
the bread-sellers, of the Czarina disposing of her personal property for relieving ¥ 
distress, of the Russian nobility giving p age amusement, and spending jn 
the relief of suffering what would have been spent in rejoicing. It is necessary 
that the Indian officials, as well as the Indian people, should take timely note 
of the danger which threatens the country. By proper precautions alone ey 
the lives of millions of poor people be saved. Attempts like those of Lor 
Wenlock to hide the fact will lead to disastrous results. ‘The fire will not thi; 
time be put out in that way.” The country has been already visited not 
only with scarcity of food, but with water-scarcity as well, and disease 
are raging violently everywhere. The Government and its officials and 
the people, rich and poor, should look sharp. The latter should not remain 
idle in this crisis, for Government will be able to do little without ther 
co-operation. 

55. The Sanjivani, of the 27th February, says that the food-grains having 

risen greatly in price in Bankipore, the Magistrate 
is said to have issued an order to the grain-dealers 
to the effect that they should sell wheat at 22 seers 
per rupee, and rice at 15 seers per rupee. Of course, the Magistrate was moved 
to this step by compassion for the starving people, but the measure will not 
be productive of good. The grain-dealers have not raised the prices wilfully 
or without good reason. Prices have risen everywhere, and the dealers cannot 
be expected to sell under the cost price. An order like the one issued by the 
Magistrate of Bankipore can produce the desired result only if Government 


can import food grains into the country and sell it at a fixed price. Otherwise 
it will produce more harm than good. 


The impending famine. 


Magisterial action in the 
scarcity at Bankipore. 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS. 


56. The Pratikar, of the 26th February, feels doubtful whether the 


; | Lady Dufferin Fund, though swelling every day, 
Use of the Lady Dufferin Fund. has done the country any good commensurate with 
itsmagnitude. There can be no doubt that Lady Dufferin’s intention in starting © 


the movement was exceedingly good, and the wife of the present Viceroy % 
known to be a staunch supporter of the movement. Nor does the wmiter 
deny that zenana hospitals have been of great benefit t> the poorer classes of 
females. But he doubts whether the fund has fulfilled all the expectations raised 
by it. A great deal of money is being spent in the establishment of hospitals, 
where only low class women can resort for medical advice. But if the 
respectable classes of the country are to derive any benefit from the fund, 
the number of lady doctors ought to be largely increased. The fund should 
therefore lay out a larger sum in giving medical education to females than! 
has up to this time done. : 3 
7. The Sudhakar, of the 26th February, says that it was a most ausp! 

The Lady Duffer; , cious moment for India when Lady Dufferin first 

© MET EMEA BNE” started her scheme for rendering medical aid to 

the women of ‘the country. And Her Ladyship’s name will remain graven ™ 
characters of gold in the Indian heart. But, speaking for Muhammadan women, 
the writer must say that though the relief afforded by the zenana hospitals has 
greatly benefited them, yet the Muhammadans will never allow their women 
come out of the pardah and read in medical schools and _ colleges conducted by 
males. It may not seem quite explicable that, though enjoying the advantage 
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enana hospitals, Muhammadan women should refuse to be trained as 
dew But the fact is that if medical schools and colleges for women con- 
d solely by women are established, then and then only will Muhammadan 
one allowed to be taught medicine, and that Muhammadan women will 
grees hold aloof from the movement, letting their Christian, Brahmo, and 
fade sisters to be trained as doctors. eee 
As regards the management of the Lady Dufferin Hospital in Calcutta, the 
criter must say that under the present Lady Doctor, the arrangements for the 


treatment of respectable female patients are most pg get on’ § And for this the 


Dufferin deserves the best thanks of the people of this country. 
;3 The ban,avasi, of the 27th February, publishes a Bengali translation 
“ei of Sir Charles Elliott’s speech at the last anniversar 
eeCharles Elliott at the last © “a SP . y 
sola the Lady Pufferin Of the Lady Dufferin Fund, and says that it cannot 
ois agree with all that fell from the Lieutenant-Gover- 
The writer cannot, for instance, believe that respectable Bengali women 


the sake of acquiring knowledge for money’s sake. 

59. The Sanjiwvani, of the 27th February, says that it is tired of publish- 
ing the names of Aulin Brahmins who have taken 
more than one wife. Already there is asensation in 
the country over the exposures made in this paper, and Aw/ins in all parts of the 
country are incensed against the Sanjivani, Vikrampore, in the Dacca district, 
is the principal seat of Kulinism, and the Kulins there having heard of the publi- 
cation of their names in this paper have become very angry, and resolved to be 
revenged upon Babu Rashbihari Mukharji, the reformer of Kulinism among 
them, because they believe him to be the Sanjivani’s informer. But the heroes of 
Kulinism should not fill the measure of their infamy by persecuting an old man, 
but direct their anger against the Sanjivani, if they feel piqued by the disclosure. 
The writer is glad that the Aulins have become angry, for their anger means that 
they have been roused from their lethargy, and feel the force of the writings in 
this paper against them. In this issue, too, a long list of Kul polygamists is 
published, which includes the name of a B.A., Babu Harilal Banerji, of Ahiri- 
tollah, in Calcutta. The present list is headed by Harimohan Banerji, of Garal- 
gacha in the Howrah district, aged sixty, who has fifty wives. Let the public look 
at the published lists, and say if the country is not being ruined by this most 
noxious system of polygamy. And is it not a horrible thing that one Bhusan 


Chandra Chatterji, of Pratapkati, Jessore, a lad of twenty,should already have 
eight wives ? 


Kulin polygamy. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


. Bengali Trans/ator, 
ENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 5th March 1892. 
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